Human Rights Organizations from Across the Globe Call on UN to Protect Human
Rights in the Context of Social Protest

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 20, 2013

GENEVA — As the United Nation’s Human Rights Council prepares to debate a draft
motion on social protest, human rights organizations from around the world have joined
their voices to call on the UN to provide meaningful protection for this essential
democratic right.

On March 7, a letter signed by nine national organizations spanning five continents was
sent to the Member States of the United Nations Human Rights Council. Democracies
must welcome diverse forms of public participation. Such activities must be actively
facilitated by states if they are to comply with their obligations to protect, respect and
fulfill international human rights.

The signatory organizations welcome the renewed and increased attention to freedom of
peaceful assembly and the protection of human rights, including freedom of association,
expression and opinion, in the broader context of social protest. As domestically-focused
actors with decades of experience monitoring policing and protest, we have seen first
hand the diverse and multiple facets of the right to peaceful assembly and rights within
the context of social protest more broadly. Although our individual domestic experiences
stem from diverse political contexts and legal systems, we are united by our conviction
that public protest is an essential component of any vibrant democracy. We are also
united by our concern for the protection of this fundamental right.

The draft resolution, “The promotion and protection of human rights in the context of
peaceful protests”, is being debated in Geneva and is scheduled for adoption at the 22nd
Session of the Human Rights Council. The civil society organizations that have signed
the letter are:

American Civil Liberties Union — ACLU (USA)
Association for Civil Rights in Israel - ACRI (Israel)
Canadian Civil Liberties Association - CCLA (Canada)
Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales - CELS (Argentina)
Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights - EIPR (Egypt)
Hungarian Civil Liberties Union - HCLU (Hungary)

Irish Council for Civil Liberties - ICCL (Ireland)

Legal Resource Centre - LRC (South Africa)

Liberty (UK)
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For further information please contact:

American Civil Liberties Union — ACLU (USA)

Josh Bell, jbell@aclu.org
Phone: +1 212-549-2508

Association for Civil Rights in Israel - ACRI (Israel)
Karen Kaufman, Director of International Relations, karen@acri.org.il
Phone: + 972 (0)737 050 733

Canadian Civil Liberties Association - CCLA (Canada)

Nathalie Des Rosiers, General Counsel, ndesrosiers@ccla.org

Abby Deshman, Director, Public Safety Program, adeshman@ccla.org,
Phone : +1 416 363-0321 ex 230

Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales - CELS (Argentina)
Mariela Baladron, mbaladron@cels.org.ar
Phone: +54 11 4334 4200

Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights - EIPR (Egypt)
Karim Medhat Ennarah, Policing and Criminal Justice Officer, ennarah@eipr.org
Phone: + (202) 2794 3606- 2796 2682

Hungarian Civil Liberties Union - HCLU (Hungary)
Szabolcs Hegyi, Head of Political Freedoms Program, hegyi.szabolcs@tasz.hu,
Phone: (+36) 1-279-0755

Irish Council for Civil Liberties - ICCL (Ireland)
Walter Jayawardene, Communications Manager, walter.jayawardene@iccl.ie
Phone: +353879981574

Legal Resource Centre - LRC (South Africa)
Khumbulani Mpofu, Communications Officer, Khumbulani@Irc.org.za
Phone: (27) 011 838 6601 / (27) 083 695 2025

Liberty (UK)
Mairi Clare Rodgers, Director of Media Relations, mcrodgers@liberty-human-

rights.org.uk
Phone: 020 7378 3656
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